
Age Division Change NJLS&C

Traditionally there have been three age divisions, junior, 
intermediate, and senior at the national show with first-time 
participants being allowed to participate in satellite events 
as novices. During their fall meeting, the NALJA board re-
viewed suggestions from exhibitors and parents and imple-
mented the following changes to age breaks and satellite 
events.

•	 The novice division for first-time participants only has 
been eliminated.

•	 Participants in the ‘new’ novice division will be eligible 
for sweepstakes points.

•	 The revised age divisions will be recognized at all 
events.

•	 Participants will still be able to move to an older division 
in team activities if necessary.

•	 Age divisions will continue to be the participant’s age as 
of January 1st of the current year.

New Age Divisions Are as Follows:

Novice: 9 and younger
Junior: 10 – 13
Intermediate: 14-16
Senior: 17 -22 

Hotel Reservations Still Available
The Iowa Limousin Association selected the Sheraton 
West Des Moines hotel to serve as the host hotel for the 
2012 National Junior Limousin Show and Congress. It was 
important to them to have a safe and comfortable hotel with 
very reasonable rates.  Regular rooms are $79 and suite 
rooms which include a kitchenette are available for $89. 
There are still rooms available. Please call (515) 223-1800 
and refer to the Limousin block to book your rooms today.

Poster Contest Revisions
The State Poster Contest will now be the State Display 
Board Contest.  Rather than creating a poster, states will 
create a tri-fold display that is 36 inches tall, has a 24 inch 
center and 12 inch flaps on each side.  Each display board 
should promote or highlight the state’s junior association 
and programs.  The display should fit the theme of the cur-
rent NJLS&C, “Win the Jackpot.”  All materials must be at-
tached to the board. The use of computer generated graph-
ics will be allowed.  States that will not have a delegation at 
NJLS&C are welcome to submit an entry and should ship 
their board to the NALF office prior to June 15. 

Prepare for Cow Camp
To aid in your preparation for Cow Camp 2012  these re-
sources will be used to develop the test stations: 

•	 The History of Limousin in North America – available 
from the NALF office for $29.50

•	 Beef Resource Handbook – available at http://estore.
osu-extension.org/ for $18.00

•	 Limousin World
•	 www.nalf.org
•	 Beef Industry Current Events 
•	 All participants should also be prepared to make a rope 

halter.

776 Tickets Sold
Armed with seven donated females, the Iowa Limousin As-
sociation set off to raise funds for the 2012 National Junior 
Limousin Show and Congress “Win the Jackpot.”  Their 
goal was to sell 777 tickets at $100 each, allowing more 
people than ever to have the opportunity to aid in sponsor-
ing the show.  The lucky winner of the drawing to be held at 
the Iowa Beef Expo, will take home all seven bred heifers.  
Thanks to the ILA membership’s collaborative efforts and a 
little assistance from the NALJA Board of Directors 776 tick-
ets have been sold.  The last ticket, number 777, remains 
and it could be yours.

Ticket number 777 will be sold at the Genetics on Ice Ben-
efit Auction on Monday, January 9th at the Renaissance 
Hotel, Denver, Colorado. Don’t miss your opportunity to pur-
chase what is the last and possibly luckiest ticket available.

2012 Schedule to Reflect a New Show Order
The number of Lim-Flex® cattle being exhibited at our National Junior Limousin Show and Congress has steadily in-
creased since they joined purebred Limousin on the national stage.  The NALJA board received several suggestions about 
balancing the length of time spent showing on Tuesday and Wednesday.  It was decided that Tuesday morning will start 
with the Lim-Flex female show, followed by the bred and owned female show and conclude with the steer show. The steer 
show is last on Tuesday’s schedule in order to make it easier for exhibitors to participate in the Virtual Carcass Contest.  
Wednesday will start with the Lim-Flex bred and owned bull show followed by purebred bulls.  The owned female show will 
be last. 

New Steer Show Eligibility Requirements
Starting in 2012 all steers that qualify for registration with the North American Limousin Foundation as a percentage, pure-
bred or Lim-Flex® will be eligible for the steer show.  All percentages will show together and be split into the progress and 
prospect divisions based on weight as they have been in the past.  The NALJA board hopes that opening up the number 
of steers that are eligible to show will increase steer show participation.  

Steers must meet the same parentage requirements as bulls; however, they will not need to test for genetic defects.  If you 
have questions about registering your steer, please contact the NALF office.

Showmanship Updates
The 2011 National Junior Limousin Show and Congress was home to the “revised” showmanship contest that allowed 
participants to compete in a stand-alone contest rather than be evaluated from the sidelines during the steer, heifer and 
bull shows.  The new contest format show ran smoothly and was appreciated by exhibitors and their families.  The revised 
contest will continue in 2012.
  
Revisions to the 2012 show will include the addition of the novice division.  NALJA will utilize two judges again with one 
judge evaluating the intermediate and senior participants and one officiating the novice and junior divisions.  Both judges 
and their respective rings will work simultaneously.  The senior division will be first in their ring and will show until the top 
ten have been selected.  The final senior round will begin 30 minutes after the conclusion of the last showmanship class. 

Seated (Left to Right): Erik Birkner, Nathan Hicks, Katelyn Smith, Mark Blake, 
Remy Carmichael and Michael Mitchell. Standing (L to R): Ty Ladner, Katie 
Campbell, Randee Corns, Abby Hendrickson, Bret Begert



		  NALJA Fundraising at National Western Stock Show

NALJA will conduct fundraising efforts for two very different, yet very important purposes at the National Western Stock 
Show in January of 2012.  The Genetics on Ice Auction will be held following the NALF Membership Banquet on Monday 
evening January 9. Up-for-sale will be top quality genetics from around the country, hunting getaways, and other unique 
items.  Proceeds from this auction are shared (unless otherwise stated) with the All-American Limousin Futurity (AALF) to 
cover costs associated with hosting the AALF and National Junior Limousin Show & Congress held annually in July.

The NALJA Corner Post fundraising event will be held on Tuesday, January 10, during the National Limousin Sale.  This 
year’s heifer has been donated by the Mitchell family of Spring Creeks Cattle Company, Wauzeka, Wis.  Sprng Crks Your 
Chance is a red, polled, Lim-Flex® daughter of CJSL Windfall 9072W born April 6. 2011.  NALJA will be soliciting donors to 
join the syndicate, which provides members the opportunity to donate $250 to the education and leadership development 
of the NALJA membership.  														            

Greetings NALJA Members,
I hope this finds all of you having a wonderful, holiday sea-
son.  As we reflect on 2011 and think of all our blessings, 
I hope you have fond memories of your NALJA family and 
the events this year.  NALJA is an important part of my life 
and has been for almost 30 years.  You are all truly family to 
me and to the rest of the Begert clan.

This year has been different in some ways.  As always, the 
three regional shows were successes, well attended and 
enjoyable for all.  The National Junior Limousin Show and 
Congress was an experiment with no actual host and we 
truly brought it all together.  The way everyone pitched in 
and worked together to make Amarillo the success it was 
just reinforced my belief in the people who make up our 
Limousin family.  To all of you who worked so hard, THANK 
YOU on a job well done.

Your NALJA Board of Directors met in Oklahoma City on 
September 23-24, 2011, for their fall board meeting.  We 
always reflect on the past show season, sift through your 
comments and suggestions, and strive to make next year 
even better.  Specific information from our meeting is 
included in this edition of NALJA News.  Please read this 
issue in its entirety, paying special attention to the RULES 
and SCHEDULES.  We look forward to returning to Iowa 
next summer as it is always a pleasure to work with the 
Iowa folks.  They are so organized and work very hard to 
ensure an educational, informative, competitive, and FUN 
week.

We are here to serve you and our wonderful breed of cattle.  
Feel free to contact your board, the NALF staff, Kasey, or 
me with any ideas, concerns, or thoughts about NALJA.  
We love to hear from you and consider it an honor to get to 
work with you.

May you find peace and happiness in all you do as we enter 
the holiday season.  We have much to be thankful for in this 
great country.  I am thankful to be a part of NALJA and the 
Limousin breed with so many wonderful people from around 
the United States of America.  As you celebrate your ac-
complishments for 2011 and look ahead to the opportunities 
in the New Year, may God bless you, your families, and the 
Limousin breed.

- Bret Begert
NALF Director of Junior Activities
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Dear Juniors,
I hope this  finds everyone doing well.  The show season 
has started back up, so many of you right now are working 
hard with school and your projects.  

The biggest advice I can offer is to remember to keep your 
priorities in order.  Your cattle are extremely important, but 
as much as you may hate to admit it, school is the most 
important thing you can do right now.  Don’t get me wrong, I 
spent countless hours in the barn and don’t regret a minute 
of it, but an education will help you get anywhere you want 
to go in life.  Then again, don’t let school keep you from 
joining in on activities that interest you; such as your agri-
culture projects.  Activities such as these will help develop 
you into a greater person.  

The board met in Oklahoma City in September and was 
faced with challenging decisions. In depth discussions took 
place, and the board came together to make strong deci-
sions. Review the rule changes that were made and re-
member if you have any suggestions please feel free to call 
any of your board members or talk to one of us at a show!

I wish everyone luck with their upcoming shows  and wish 
you luck in your school activities!  I look forward to seeing 
everyone at upcoming shows.

-Eric Birkner
2011-2012 NALJA President

Activity Fee Funds Opportunities
Enclosed with this newsletter is a letter regarding your 
annual junior activity fee. Please note the early deadline of 
December 31, 2011.  The early deadline will provide 
continued access to your online members site as well as 
the opportunity to register cattle at the lower member rates.  
Being current on your activity fee is a requirement for 
participation in our regional and national shows and 
competitions. All revenue generated from the fee directly 
supports NALJA’s many programs.  

2012 National Junior 
Limousin Show and Congress
Schedule of Events

Saturday, July 7 
8 a.m. Cattle may begin arriving
4 p.m. NALJA Board of Directors interviews,
Sheraton West Des Moines, board meeting will follow

Sunday, July 8 
7:30 a.m. Church service
8 a.m. Cattle check-in
11 a.m. State Officers and Advisors meeting
12 p.m. Showmanship
5 p.m. Stock Show University
6:30 p.m. Tenderfoot Social

Monday, July 9
8 a.m. Cow Camp 
12:30 p.m. Limousin Beef Cook-off
4 p.m. Membership meeting
6 p.m. Opening ceremonies with meal and entertainment 
to follow

Tuesday, July 10 
8 a.m. Lim-Flex® females, Bred and Owned females, 
Steers
Carcass Contest  immediately follows the show 

Wednesday, July 11
8 a.m. Bred and Owned Lim-Flex bulls, Bred and Owned 
Purebred bulls, Owned heifer show

Thursday, July 12 
7:30 a.m. Judging Contest registration
8 a.m. Judging Contest
10:00 a.m. Public speaking 
12 p.m. Bus departs for Ames, IA, for carcass education 
event
5 p.m. Cow Camp finals
Presidential election immediately follows 

Friday, July 13 
8 a.m. All-American Limousin Futurity
7 p.m. NALJA Awards Banquet, with dance to follow, 
Sheraton

*All dates and times are subject to change.
**All activities are at the Iowa State Fairgrounds unless 
otherwise noted.


